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COLLEGE TESTS

Allow colleges to compare students to other 
students who attend high schools all over the 
country.

Required by some 4 year colleges as part of a 
college application.

Not required, in general, by 2 year colleges. 



HISTORY AND IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
History of SAT: Where Did The Test Come From? - The 1901 College Board | Secrets Of The Sat | FRONTLINE | PBS

Failures of SAT: The Forbes Investigation: How The SAT Failed America ; Lawsuit Claims SAT And ACT Are Biased—Here’s What Research Says (forbes.com)






HISTORY AND IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS







PSAT/NMSQT

 Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test

 National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test

 “Practice” SAT 

 Great way to preview and prepare for college 
admissions tests

 The “experience” 

 Receive free personalized study 
recommendations

 Typically taken by juniors in Fall of 11th grade

COLLEGE BOARD



 2 Sections
 Evidence Based Reading & Writing (EBRW)

 Reading – read passages followed by multiple-
choice questions about each passage

 Writing and Language – read passages and 
find/fix mistakes and weaknesses through 
answering multiple choice questions

 Math - Multiple Choice and Grid in questions as well as 
Calculator and No Calculator Sections 

 400 – 1600 score scale 
 Sum of ELA and Math score (out of 800 each)

 $60 for each test (late registration $30)
• Students on free/reduced lunch qualify for a fee 

waiver
 Typically taken for first time in spring of junior year 

 Retake fall of senior year

COLLEGE BOARD
SAT

Spring 2024, 
the SAT is 
moving to 
fully digital



SAT 
REGISTRATION

1. Student goes to www.collegeboard.org to 
create or log into their account. 

2. Complete online registration.
• You'll enter identifying information 

(profile, coursework, activities, etc).
• Select a date/location and confirm.
• Upload a photo that meets specific 

requirements.
3. Check out. 
4. If you want any colleges to automatically 

receive your scores, you can add 4 for free 
at the time of registration – 9 days after 
taking the test.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Personal info is name, birthday, address, high school you attend, 

http://www.collegeboard.org/


SAT PREPARATION
Collegeboard.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Constant feedback so you know where to focus



ACT
 4 Sections

 Reading – measures ability to read closely, reason 
logically about texts using evidence, and integrate 
information from multiple resources through multiple 
choice questions

 English – measures ability to revise and edit texts 
through multiple choice questions

 Math – Multiple Choice Questions with calculator 
allowed

 Science – measures interpretation, analysis, 
evaluation, reasoning and problem-solving 
skills through multiple choice questions

 1 (low) to 36 (high) scaled score 
 Optional essay score separately 

 $63 for each test (late registration $36)
 Students on free/reduced lunch qualify for a fee 

waiver
 Typically taken for first time in spring of junior year 

 Retake fall of senior year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Four writing domain scores (Ideas and Analysis, Development and Support, Organization, and Language Use and Conventions) are each scored on a scale of 2-12 along with a single subject-level writing score




ACT 
REGISTRATION

 Students should go to my.ACT.org and 
create (or log in) to an account. 

 Enter if you need accommodations/supports 
(IEP, 504, ELL).

 Choose your test (with or without essay), 
location, and date. 

 Upload your photo and provide information 
about yourself, your grades/classes taken, 
and what you are looking for in a college.

 Decide if you want to send your scores 
directly to any colleges (4 for free).

 Fill in preferences about ACT communication 
with parents. 

 Check out and print Admission Ticket.



ACT PREPARATION
MY.ACT.ORG



SAT VS ACT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
REVISIT THIS ONE
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General Timeline 
1. Take the PSAT in the fall of junior 

year
2. Study utilizing CollegeBoard and 

ACT materials
3. Take an ACT and/or an SAT during 

the spring of junior year
• Potentially retake one in the fall 

of senior year
4. Include scores as part of the college 

application process
• “Test optional” schools



2023-2024 TEST DATES AT IHS
TEST EXAM 

DATE
STUDENTS 
TO TAKE

PSAT October 14 Juniors 

SAT
October 7

November 4
December 2

March 9 (Digital)
May 4 (Digital)
June 1 (Digital)

Seniors
Seniors

Seniors/Juniors
Juniors
Juniors
Juniors

ACT
October 28

Dec 9
Feb 10

April 13
June 8

Seniors
Seniors/Juniors

Juniors
Juniors
Juniors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NEED TO REVIST THIS ONE



COLLEGE ADMISSIONS



Presenter
Presentation Notes
College Board - How Colleges Use Admission Tests – BigFuture (collegeboard.org)

2018 – 46% of colleges said SAT/AC were “Considerably important” – now only 4.9%



COLLEGE ADMISSIONS



RECEIVING TESTING 
ACCOMMODATIONS ON THE 
SAT AND/OR ACT
• SAT

• School Counselors submit a request for 
accommodations typically before 
January of Sophomore year

• Student assigned an SSD # to use at 
registration

• ACT
• At the time of registration, indicate you 

need accommodations and then 
contact your school counselor



Questions
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